[bookmark: _Hlk65685574]MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HIMLEY PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT SWINDON COMMUNITY CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 2025 at 7.30PM

PRESENT: -                                   MRS Y NOCK (CHAIRMAN) PRESIDING
      PRESENT COUNCILLORS:       MRS S OLIVER, MR T RICHARDS, MR R LEES, MR G BOWEN
                                                                MRS N JAMES
      APOLOGIES:-                               CCLR V WILSON, PCSO’S                                                                                     
      OTHERS :-                                     MRS S FARLEY CLERK, MR R PAINTER, 
      
                                 
    
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS AND DISPENSATIONS –
Section 17 – reminds Parish Councils to review if any of the decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have implications in relation to crime, disorder, anti-social behavior or community safety in general.
Cllr Lees: as a member of South Staffordshire District Council (SSDC), will reconsider any planning applications at District level taking into account all relevant evidence and representations at that tier and at District level will declare an interest arising from membership of this Parish Council when expressing a view on any relative matters

POLICE REPORT – Date range: 01/08/2025 – 15/09/2025 as received

Public bodies can only disclose information if they have the power to do so. Section 115 of the Crime and Disorder Act provides a power to exchange information where disclosure is necessary to support the local Crime Reduction Strategy and Partnership in achieving the aims of the Crime and Disorder Reduction Strategy and objectives outlined within it.
The degree of disclosure that takes place must be proportionate and relevant to the level of social ill or criminality it is intended to counter or prevent.
The information is only to be processed in relation to crime and disorder purposes. Information will be handled in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, the Human Rights Act 1998 and any other relevant legislation governing disclosures and will ultimately be disposed of in a secure manner.
Statistics:
Burglary (residential) :- None
Burglary (Business) :-Overnight 23/08-29/08, unknown persons have gained access to the ladies toilet block at HIMLEY HALL AND PARK and vandalised same. No witnesses and no CCTV.
Vehicle Crime :- Overnight 04/08-05/08, unknown offenders have stolen a trailer from HIMLEY HALL AND PARK, following an event the previous day. The trailer was located on WMP force area and recovered for forensic examination.
Anti-social behaviour:- 1 x reports in total – 1 report of note: Report of 4 x quad bikes on the RAILWAY WALK, near to HIMLEY PLANTATION.
With thanks from your local officers,
PCSO Paula WILKES (06635) Email: paula.wilkes@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Alexandra RATHBONE (23938) Email: alexandra.rathbone@staffordshire.police.uk
PCSO Julia WELLS (16814) Email: julia.wells@staffordshire.police.uk
Helpful links
Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further information found at: 
www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-community/community-speed-watch
Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area: 
https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/
Social media:

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]  @Staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police
[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] @SStaffsPolice
Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Live chat’ service accessible on our website, instead of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.


 


ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: - 

Online payments authorised at the meeting by Cllrs – 
· Playsafety Ltd -ROSPA playing field annual inspection £100.80
· Chipmonk Computing – amendments required for new .gov website £50.00
· South Staffs Council – playing field maintenance Q4 24/25 £34.91
· South Staffs Council – playing field maintenance Q1 25/26 £131.29
· S Farley wages and one off bonus payment for extra jobs – new website, bus shelter, SID and overhaul of bank signatories £1055.84
· HMRC – clerk taxation £294.16
· Lloyds Bank account automated charges 10/6/25 – 9/7/25 £4.25
· Lloyds Bank account automated charges 10/7/25 – 9/8/25 £4.25



MATTERS ARISING:-

· SID:  Villagers say that the SID in Bridgnorth Road is not in the correct position as cars have not finished increasing speed as they approach the SID. Clerk to enquire about moving it further down Bridgnorth Road nearer to the Plantation Lane entrance.
· Broken tarmac next to Gospel End traffic lights:  The clerk raised this with the S Staffs website and was told that it was not dangerous so funding is not available to be done in the near future.
· Play Area   The recent ROSPA inspection reported that there were many faults to be corrected. These are to be reviewed with a contractor for remediation. Thanks to new Cllr Nikki James for clearing up broken glass from the picnic tables.  
· Wild Flower Seeds were successfully scattered on part of Bridgnorth Road verge to remember  Mr Arthur Holden and Mrs Ivy Holden who lived here for many years. Ivy moved to Scotland after being widowed but died recently.
· Hedges to field off Plantation Lane: The owner is to be contacted again about the hedges, one causing people to walk on the road on the dangerous bend.
· HPC Website and email addresses:  Clerk to ask for several changes to be made our website. The .gov website and email address is now operational.
· Whistle Foundation event at Himley Cricket Club: This event for five days at the end of August still caused a lot of noise on the first evening, music volume was much lower for the remainder of the week. Thursday was spoiled by the DJ, music was quiet but he sounded like he was on our door steps. We have been informed that all volumes were turned down but atmospherics at certain times made them sound high. Overall, it was less disturbing than past years and we ask that the public note that the five day yearly event is to raise money for children’s sport.
· Wheelie Bin 30mph Speed Stickers: These have arrived and are in a box under the Himley notice board for residents to collect.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS :-  

· 25/00443/FUL   Land at Cherry Lane. Proposed erection of one dwelling with associated access, parking and amenity areas. Val 06.08.25, consult to 30.08.25, deadline 01.10.25, C.O. Laura Moon.    R Lees commented: The access to Cherry Lane is not at right angles to the A449 making it impossible to turn left out of the lane without using both carriageways. Cherry Lane from the plot to the A449 has no known owners. Current residents with access have always looked after it. Cherry Lane has bends and is so narrow that large lorries that now transport building materials cannot negotiate the bends without going onto other people's property, especially the 2 bends at Cherry Cottage, which will cause much damage.     
· 25/00664/FULHH    27 Fir Street, Proposed side and rear extension. DY3 4AD.  Val 04.08.25, consult to 01.09.25, deadline 29.09.25, C.O. Caitlin Harper.
· 25/00696/COU    Land east of Red Lane, Change of Use from agriculture to Sui Generis (situations which are distinct and thus not easily categorized) – to Dog Exercise Field.  Val 19.08.25, consult to.20.09.25, deadline 14.10.25, C.O.  Caitlin Harper.
· 25/00702/TTREE    HC One Oval Ltd Himley Mill. TPO 84/1985: G1 - Lime x9No. Pollard at 8m. Reduce retained lower laterals to 1.5m from parent stems. Crown lift minor low branches/main stem epicormic growth to provide 5.2m statutory clearance over highway. Remove epicormic growth, or fell and replace with suitable species 5 metres from wall. More trees on care home ground to be prunes or felled.  Val 18.08.25, consult to 04.09.25, deadline 13.10.25, C.O. Gavin Pearce.  R Lees to comment that they are part of the fabric of the village and as such should be respected.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS AWAITING A DECISION :-  

· 25/00397/FUL   The Demesne. In Conservation Area.   Conversion of building to residential use, elevational changes, and a wall and gates to a new access onto Stourbridge Road. Val 27.08.25, consult to 20.09.25, deadline 22.10.25, C.O. Imogen Hopkin.
· 24/01056/FULM   Land at Park Farm, Himley, (rear of Himley Hall). The temporary development of a battery energy storage system (BESS) with ancillary infrastructure to provide balancing services to the electricity grid. Val 29.01.25, consult to 08.03.25, deadline 30.04.25, C.O. Imogen Hopkin. 

PLANNING DECISIONS :- 

· 25/00315/FULHH   24 Lydiate Hill Road, Rear extension, single storey including glass balustrade to enable walk on roof and front porch. Val 30.03.25, consult to 09.06.25, deadline 06.07.25, C.O. Matthey Hurley.   HPC has no objection as long as the extension/balustrading does not overlook the neighbours’ properties.  Approved with amendments subject to conditions 04.09.25. The proposed front porch was removed due to concerns over its design, size and siting. Ground floor roof glass balustrade on left hand side must be a 6ft solid wooden balustrade covered with climbing plants on inside.
· Appeal result: 23/01084/FUL   The Firs   Retrospective planning application for the construction of staff and customer car park extension.   The appeal was dismissed by the Government Inspector due to being on Green Belt with many points made about effects from the construction being above the height agreed. Surface of car park built 400mm (16 inches) higher than plan.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS INCLUDING RESIDENTS COMPLAINTS :-

· Cllr Nikki James completed the new Councillor paperwork.
· Defibrillators: Mr D Close is now unable to service The Limes defib due to a change in circumstances. We have thanked him for his past work with the defib and wish him well. Clerk to ask an alternative Limes resident if they would be the defib guardian. The Circuit will need to be updated with these details.
· Staffs Lunch & Learn session: This will be a virtual session on Friday 12th September 2025 - Nuclear Transport Solutions - Risk & Response
· Gospel End Road Hedge: A reply has been received from County about the hedge growing over the pavement which was reported to County 12 months ago. Reply received 09. 08.25: We have not yet been able to coordinate resources to resolve the enquiry you raised, due to high demand for reactive maintenance work across our road network. We write to assure you that we have not forgotten about the issue and will endeavour to schedule the necessary works as soon as is practicably possible. They will continue to monitor the situation.
· SPCA: The following were received since the previous meeting: - 1.  23rd July, advice and help with grants for Carers   2. Cllr introduction online course £40, 30th July    3. a link to the Flood Resilience survey was received on 23rd July   4. Planning training on Sept 23rd.     5 We were sent the link to a National Flooding Survey email 31st July.     6. On 31st July they sent us link to UK Network of Age-friendly Communities at the Centre for Ageing Better for a Webinar on Wednesday 10th September 10am-   7. 7th Aug.  Invite to Martyn’s Law and Community Safety in November at Bagnall and Acton Trussel      8. Em 7th Aug: Planning for Non Planners, Tues 23rd Sept, 6.30pm, £35 + VAT    9.8th Aug Cllr intro course again 10am, 22nd Sept   10. 8th Aug: Explore Chairmanship Wed,10th Sept £40 +VAT online.   11.   We received a list of 38 courses available during Aug to Nov.  12. 14th Aug: latest bulletin was received.  13. Email 20th Aug; Request to fill in a flooding survey     14. Email 20th Aug: Invite to a An Introduction to AI. 15. Invite to AGM and 24th Nov Uttoxeter   16. They want to help us put EV charging points on our car park.
· Overgrown hedge in Bridgnorth Road/ Himley Lane: Street Scene to be asked if cutting this hedge could be included in their late year clean up.   
· The District Council had sent an email asking if litter pickers would be useful to the Parish Council – a request is to be sent for 6 pickers for Council and residents use.
· Correspondence was received from RE Project Designs regarding the access to the proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) asking for a telephone conversation. Cllr Nock and Cllr Lees advised availability for this  – no agreed time yet.
· Playing Field and Play Area Checks: Malcolm Crisp has informed us that from 2nd September, he is unable to do checks on the Playing Field and Play Area. He has been thanked for all the work he has done in the past.  This position has been filled by Cllr Tim Richards. The yearly ROSPA inspection has resulted not only in tasks that are needed, but tasks that are not obvious or unseen from ground level, but necessary. It was decided to join a scheme with a respected company, with regular professional inspections made. Safer Play  £80/yr + VAT
· [bookmark: x__Hlk209276972]Government Exchange:  Invite received to a course on Essential writing skills for the Public Sector; £570 PP, virtually. Bursaries available.
· Dog attack incident: In July, a resident’s roaming dog attacked a small dog on a lead, causing significant injury. Police were initially involved, but there was no follow up. The attack was repeated in September when the victim was recovering. As there has been no response from Police, a formal complaint has been lodged against them.
· Local Government reorganisation – Emails have been received asking Himley PC and Councillors to complete a survey on their thoughts regarding the reorganisation before 30/9/2025.
· Cllr Oliver attended a local Parish Assembly at Kinver in July and she will attend the next one on behalf of Himley PC which is to be held in Kinver on 14th October.
· A resident who had used the swing in the play area contacted the clerk to advise that a bolt was loose. This was tightened immediately – our thanks to Mr A Nock for his prompt attention.
· The Clerk advised that she was no longer able to store Parish Council documents at home, enquiries are to be made with Swindon PC who have storage space.
 


DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: -   Wednesday 15th October 2025

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.30pm

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES  There is 1 vacancy for a Parish Councillor on Himley Parish Council. Please contact the clerk via email if you would like further details regarding these at clerk@himleyparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Volunteers requested for community speed watch, further
information found at: http://www.staffssaferroads.co.uk/my-
community/communi eed-watch

Keep in touch with regular Smart Alert’s for your area:

https://staffordshiresmartalert.uk/staffs/

For none urgent reports please contact us via 101 or Digital 101.

Social media:

n @staffordshire Police & @South Staffordshire Police

Please feel free to encourage public participants to try reporting incidents via our ‘Digital 101
Service. A private message can be sent to Staffordshire Police pages on Facebook / Twitter, instead
of phoning 101 and waiting in a queue.
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